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Managed Septic System Information

Inspection and Pump-Out of Baseline Systems

A Managed Septic System is a baseline septic system that is inspected and pumped out every five (5)
years. In October 2007, the Board of County Commissioners passed Charlotte County Ordinance 2007-
06; This ordinance was amended in 2021 to include all baseline septic systems located within three
hundred (300) feet, as measured from the closest point of the drainfield to a canal or other surface
waters, are required to be pumped empty and inspected at least once every five (5) years.

The Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County (FDOH), Environmental Health Section is
responsible for overseeing the program. According to the FDOH, a system that is pumped out every
three (3) to five (5) years will perform better and last longer. Pumping a tank removes the build-up of
solids which allows for a longer retention time. This allows the material to settle, thereby producing a
clearer effluent (liquid waste) to leave the tank and flow into the drainfield. The benefit of having clearer
effluent entering the drainfield is that it increases the longevity of the system. The solid material that
makes it into the drainfield can clog the field and cause the system to fail. Pumping also lowers the
concentration of sulfuric acid, which may lead to corrosion and deterioration of the tank.

Managed Systems require that the system be pumped out and inspected by a licensed contractor every
five (5) years. Once billed, the property owner will need to submit the contractor’'s pump-out inspection
certification along with the operating permit fee of $115.00. A property owner may choose to pump out
their tank more often, but those additional pump-outs cannot take the place of the one required every
five (5) years with the payment.

Once you have received a bill for the Managed System program, follow these steps:

- Select a licensed septic contractor who maintains a contractors’ permit issued by the FDOH. (You
may wish to contact the Better Business Bureau or speak with past customers of the contractor to
obtain references. It is also recommended that you obtain several estimates.)

- The property owner/owners should be present when the tank is pumped.

- Submit the pump-out receipt/certification form to the FDOH along with your operating permit payment.
(Payments will not be accepted without the tank certification from the contractor.)

The FDOH will conduct a visual inspection of the system. If the system does not show signs of failure
and the tank is certified as structurally sound, then a permit is issued that expires after five (5) years.
The permit and inspection do not guarantee the system will function for any length of time. This
inspection is only reflective of the tank’s condition at the time of the inspection.
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STATE OF FLORIDA PERMIT #
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

ONSITE SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM

EXISTING SYSTEM AND SYSTEM REPAIR EVALUATION

WE T

APPLICANT:

CONTRACTOR / AGENT:

LOT: BLOCK: SUBDIV: I1D#:

TO BE COMPLETED BY FLORIDA REGISTERED ENGINEER, DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE, SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTOR OR
OTHER CERTIFIED PERSON. SIGN AND SEAL ALL SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS. COMPLETE ALL APPLICABLE ITEMS.
COMPLETE TANK CERTIFICATION BELOW OR NOTE IN REMARKS WHY THE TANKS CANNOT BE CERTIFIED.

EXISTING TANK INFORMATION

[ 1 GALLONS SEPTIC TANK/GPD ATU LEGEND: MATERIAL: BAFFLED:LY 7/ NI
[ 1 GALLONS SEPTIC TANK/GPD ATU LEGEND: MATERIAL: BAFFLED:LY 7/ N]
L 1 GALLONS GREASE INTERCEPTOR LEGEND: MATERIAL:

[ 1 GALLONS DOSING TANK LEGEND: MATERIAL: # PUMPS:[ 1
I CERTIFY THAT THE LISTED TANKS WERE PUMPED ON / 7/ BY , HAVE

THE VOLUMES SPECIFIED AS DETERMINED BY [ DIMENSIONS / FILLING / LEGEND ], ARE FREE OF OBSERVABLE
DEFECTS OR LEAKS, AND HAVE A [ SOLIDS DEFLECTION DEVICE / OUTLET FILTER DEVICE ] INSTALLED.

SIGNATURE OF LICENSED CONTRACTOR BUSINESS NAME DATE

EXISTING DRAINFIELD INFORMATION

[ ] SQUARE FEET PRIMARY DRAINFIELD SYSTEM NO. OF TRENCHES [ ] DIMENSIONS: X

[ 1 SQUARE FEET SYSTEM NO. OF TRENCHES [ ] DIMENSIONS: X

TYPE OF SYSTEM: [ ] STANDARD [ ] FILLED [ ] MOUND [ 1]

CONFIGURATION: [ ] TRENCH [ ] BED [ ]

DESIGN: [ ] HEADER [ 1 D-BOX [ ] GRAVITY SYSTEM [ ] DOSED SYSTEM

ELEVATION OF BOTTOM OF DRAINFIELD IN RELATION TO EXISTING GRADE INCHES [ ABOVE / BELOW]

SYSTEM FAILURE AND REPAIR INFORMATION

[ ] SYSTEM INSTALLATION DATE TYPE OF WASTE [ ] DOMESTIC [ ] COMMERCIAL
[ ] GPD ESTIMATED SEWAGE FLOW BASED ON [ ] METERED WATER [ ] TABLE 1, 64E-6, FAC
SITE [ ] DRAINAGE STRUCTURES [ ] POOL [ ] PATIO / DECK [ ] PARKING

CONDITIONS: [ ] SLOPING PROPERTY [ ]

NATURE OF [ ] HYDRAULIC OVERLOAD [ ] SOILS [ ] MAINTENANCE [ ] SYSTEM DAMAGE
FAILURE: [ ] DRAINAGE / RUN OFF [ ] ROOTS [ ] WATER TABLE [ ]

FAILURE [ ] SEWAGE ON GROUND [ 1 TANK [ 1 D BOX/HEADER [ ] DRAINFIELD

SYMPTOM: [ ] PLUMBING BACKUP [ ]

REMARKS/ADDITIONAL CRITERIA

SUBMITTED BY: TITLE/LICENSE DATE:

DH 4015, 08/09 (Obsoletes previous editions which may not be used)
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